
Speakers:

Prof. Dr. Davor Babić, LL.M. - Associate Professor at the Private International Law
Department, Faculty of Law, University of Zagreb. His academic interests are related
to private international law, international arbitration, international investment law
and alternative dispute resolution. Prof. Dr. Davor Babić headed the working group
for  Chapter  6  (EU  Company  Law)  in  Croatia's  accession  negotiations  with  the
European Union. He served as the Secretary of the Permanent Arbitration Court at
the Croatian Chamber of Commerce. He is active as an arbitrator in commercial cases
before various regional and international arbitral institutions. He is a member of the
ICC Commission on Arbitration and ADR.

Emilia Fronczak LL.M., Associate at Loyens & Loeff Luxembourg and lecturer in the
field of Private International Law at the Centre Européen Universitaire in Nancy,
France.  Previously  legal  secretary at  the Court  of  Justice  of  the European Union.
Author of publications in the field of State Aid law.

Prof. Dr. Bettina Heiderhoff -   since 2013 professor for Private International Law,
Transnational Litigation and for German Civil  Law at  the University of  Münster,
Germany.  She also is director of the Institute for German and International Family
Law and Co-director of the Centre for European Private Law (CEP). From 2006 until
2013 she held a chair at Hamburg University. She took her qualifications at Leipzig
University  and  is  specialised  in  EU  Consumer  Law,  German  and  International
Procedural Law and in Family Law. She is the founder and coordinator of PEPP.

Joanna  Kolber is  admitted  to  the  Brussels  bar  and  works  in  the  litigation  and
arbitration  department  of  Strelia  (Brussels).  Her  areas  of  practice  cover  diverse
commercial disputes, with a particular focus on international trade and services law
matters. She also specializes in private international law. Joanna Kolber is a member
of the CEPANI40 Steering Committee.

Matthias  L.  Kuscher specialises  in  international  arbitration  and  cross-border
litigation, with a particular emphasis on complex multi-jurisdictional disputes. Since
joining De Brauw's  litigation  and arbitration  team as  a  Senior  Associate  in  2012,
Matthias has acted as counsel in and advised on numerous large-scale international
arbitrations and mediations in the fields of energy, infrastructure, construction, M&A
and intellectual  property.  He is particularly experienced in arbitrations conducted
under the rules of the ICC, ICSID, UNCITRAL, DIS, VIAC and Swiss Chambers. 
Prior to joining De Brauw, Matthias was Legal Counsel to the Permanent Court of
Arbitration  (PCA)  in  The  Hague  and  established  and  headed  the  PCA's  first
diplomatic mission as the inaugural PCA Representative in Mauritius. Before that,
Matthias was the Counsel in charge of the United Kingdom and Commonwealth case
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management team at the ICC International Court of Arbitration in Paris, where he
supervised  around  200  arbitrations  at  any  one  time  and  scrutinised  numerous
arbitral awards. 
Matthias was educated at Cambridge (B.A., M.A. in Law – First Class), Oxford (B.C.L.
– Distinction) and Heidelberg (LL.M. – Sehr Gut). He speaks English, German, French
and Dutch.

Dr. Paolo Michele Patocchi is one of the founding partners of Patocchi & Marzolini, 
a law firm specialising in international arbitration and litigation, established with 
Paolo Marzolini on 1 January 2014. Michele acts as counsel and sits as an arbitrator in
Switzerland and a number of European jurisdictions under various arbitration rules, 
or in ICSID arbitration, in cases conducted in English, French, German or Italian.

Prof. Dr. Monika Pauknerová is a professor of Private International Law and 
International Business Law at the Department of Commercial Law, Faculty of Law, 
Charles University in Prague.  Her fields of interest and research are private 
international law, including European private (international) law, international 
commercial and business law, comparative law.

Dr. Wojciech Sadowski, PhD is an advocate, member of the Dispute Resolution 
team in the Warsaw office of K&L Gates, and the global international arbitration 
practice of the firm. He concentrates on international and/or trans-border matters. 
Dr. Sadowski has extensive experience in arbitration proceedings under international
investment agreements. As part of the international K&L Gates practice, he has been 
acting for both investors and states in that respect. 
Dr. Sadowski is also involved, as counsel or arbitrator, in commercial arbitrations. He
also represents clients in court cases in civil and/or commercial matters. He has 
experience in disputes relating to construction, infrastructure, real estate, finance, 
intellectual property, the energy sector, telecoms, mining and metals, 
pharmaceutical, outsourcing, hypermarket chains, shareholders’ agreements and 
unfair market practices. 
Wojciech Sadowski holds a PhD in legal studies and is the author or co-author of 
more than 30 articles and books on international and trans-border dispute resolution.
Since 2008 he has been consistently ranked as one of the leading dispute resolution 
lawyers in Poland. 

Dr.  Maxi  Scherer is  a  special  counsel  in  WilmerHale's  Litigation/Controversy
Department, and a member of the International Arbitration Practice Group. She is a
distinguished academic, holding positions at various international law schools. She is
a full-time tenured faculty member at Queen Mary, University of London and has
received visiting appointments, including at the NYU School of Law, University of



Paris 1 Sorbonne, Georgetown Centre for Commercial Legal Studies, University of
Melbourne and SciencesPo Law School, Paris.

Prof. Dr. Marek Safjan - Professor of Law; former President (1998-2006) of the Polish
Constitutional  Court;  Vice-President  (since  2010)  of  the International  Academy of
Comparative Law; author of a very large number of publications in the fields of civil
law, medical law and European law; Judge at the Court of Justice of European Union
(since 2009).

Dr.  Maciej  Szpunar,  LL.M. -  Professor  at  the  University  of  Silesia;  former
Undersecretary  of  State  in  the  Office  of  the  Committee  for  European  Integration
(2008-09),  then  in  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  (2010-13);  member  of  the
International  Academy  of  Comparative  Law;  author  of  a  large  number  of
publications in the fields of European law and Private International Law, Advocate
General at the Court of Justice of European Union (since 2013).

Prof.  Dr.  Vladimir  Pavić,  LL.B  (Belgrade),  LL.M,  S.J.D. (CEU)– Professor  at  the
Faculty of Law, University of Belgrade where he teaches Private International Law,
Arbitration, Investment Protection and Competition Law. Former Vice-President of
the Permanent Court of Arbitration attached to the Serbian Chamber of Commerce
and current Vice-President of the Belgrade Arbitration Centre (BAC). Since 2009 he
has  been  member  of  the  State  Council  (of  the  Republic  of  Serbia)  for  Private
International  Law,  since  2013  listed  in  the  GAR's  Who  is  Who  in  International
Commercial  Arbitration,  and since  2015  a  member  of  the  International  Advisory
Board of the Vienna International Arbitration Center (VIAC). Prof. Pavić's experience
includes  participation  in  both  commercial  and investment  arbitrations  in  various
roles (arbitrator, counsel, expert witness).

Dr. Maciej Zachariasiewicz, LL.M. – Lecturer in the Civil Law Department at the
Koźmiński University Law School and a lawyer practicing with the ADP Popiołek
Adwokaci i  Doradcy law firm. His academic interests  are related to international
commercial arbitration, private international and comparative law. Since 2014 he has
been a member of the Arbitration Committee of the Lewiatan Court of Arbitration.

Dr. Grzegorz Żmij, LL.M. – Associate professor and Director of the Research Centre
for the European Private Law at the Faculty of Law and Administration, University
of  Silesia,  Katowice,  Poland.  He  has  been  involved  as  counsel,  party-appointed
arbitrator, sole arbitrator or chairman in various arbitrations. Since 2011, Grzegorz
Żmij  has  been  Vice-President  of  the  Court  of  Arbitration  at  the  Chamber  of
Commerce and Industry in Katowice. He is a legal adviser, partner at BLZ Żmij &
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Partners  Legal  Advisers  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  the  Chamber  of  Legal
Advisers in Katowice.


